The Gospel Concealed: The Old Testament
Week 7: God Commands – The 10 Commandments
The new is in the old concealed; the old is in the new revealed. -St. Augustine
Discussion
• Do you think Christians are under the 10 Commandments today? Why or why not?

The Tripartite Division of the Law: An Introduction
The 1689 London Baptist Confession of Faith
Chapter 19: The Law of God
2. The same law that was first written in the human heart continued to be a perfect rule of
righteousness after the fall. It was delivered by God on Mount Sinai in ten commandments and was
written in two tables. The first four commandments contain our duty to God and the other six our duty
to humanity.
3. In addition to this law—usually called the moral law—God was pleased to give the people of Israel
ceremonial laws, containing several typological ordinances. In some ways these concerned worship,
by prefiguring Christ, his graces, actions, sufferings, and benefits. In other ways they revealed various
instructions about moral duties. Since all of these ceremonial laws were appointed only until the new
order arrived, they are now abolished and taken away by Jesus Christ. As the true Messiah and the
only law-giver, he was empowered by the Father to do this.
4. To Israel he also gave various judicial laws, which ceased at the same time their nation ended.
These laws no longer obligate anyone as part of that institution. Only their general principles of justice
continue to have moral value.
5. The moral law forever requires obedience of everyone, both those who are justified as well as
others. This obligation arises not only because of its content but also because of the authority of God
the Creator who gave it. Nor does Christ in any way dissolve this obligation in the Gospel; instead he
greatly strengthens it.

Summary:
• The Moral Law à Binding and eternal (19.2 & 19.5)
• The Religious/Ceremonial Law à Fulfilled and completed in Christ (19.3)
• The Civil/Judicial Law à Ceased with Israel (“Partial Kingdom”) (19.4)
Interpretation:
1. Read through the law several times, and ask yourself:
a. Who is the law for?
b. What does the law teach us about the character of God?
c. Is the law fulfilled in Christ through his death, resurrection, and ascension?
Discussion:
• What does it mean when Jesus says he has come to fulfill, not abolish the law? (Matt. 5:17)

Practice:
Leviticus 11:9-12: These you may eat, of all that are in the waters. Everything in the waters that has
fins and scales, whether in the seas or in the rivers, you may eat. But anything in the seas or the
rivers that does not have fins and scales, of the swarming creatures in the waters and of the living
creatures that are in the waters, is detestable to you. You shall regard them as detestable; you shall
not eat any of their flesh, and you shall detest their carcasses. Everything in the waters that does not
have fins and scales is detestable to you.

Leviticus 19:9-10: When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right up to its
edge, neither shall you gather the gleanings after your harvest. And you shall not strip your vineyard
bare, neither shall you gather the fallen grapes of your vineyard. You shall leave them for the poor
and for the sojourner: I am the LORD your God.

Leviticus 13:1-8: The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, “When a person has on the skin of his
body a swelling or an eruption or a spot, and it turns into a case of leprous disease on the skin of his
body, then he shall be brought to Aaron the priest or to one of his sons the priests, and the priest
shall examine the diseased area on the skin of his body. And if the hair in the diseased area has
turned white and the disease appears to be deeper than the skin of his body, it is a case of leprous
disease. When the priest has examined him, he shall pronounce him unclean. But if the spot is white
in the skin of his body and appears no deeper than the skin, and the hair in it has not turned
white, the priest shall shut up the diseased person for seven days. And the priest shall examine him
on the seventh day, and if in his eyes the disease is checked and the disease has not spread in the
skin, then the priest shall shut him up for another seven days. And the priest shall examine him again
on the seventh day, and if the diseased area has faded and the disease has not spread in the skin,
then the priest shall pronounce him clean; it is only an eruption. And he shall wash his clothes and be
clean. But if the eruption spreads in the skin, after he has shown himself to the priest for his
cleansing, he shall appear again before the priest. And the priest shall look, and if the eruption has
spread in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him unclean; it is a leprous disease.

Leviticus 20:1-5: The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Say to the people of Israel, Any one of the
people of Israel or of the strangers who sojourn in Israel who gives any of his children to Molech shall
surely be put to death. The people of the land shall stone him with stones. I myself will set my face
against that man and will cut him off from among his people, because he has given one of his
children to Molech, to make my sanctuary unclean and to profane my holy name. And if the people of
the land do at all close their eyes to that man when he gives one of his children to Molech, and do
not put him to death, then I will set my face against that man and against his clan and will cut them off
from among their people, him and all who follow him in whoring after Molech.

