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• If we are not careful, we can reduce the bible to simple stories that we observe much 
in the same way that we do movies.  This can be especially true around the events of 
Easter. 

 

 

• Betraying Jesus for our own gain (Mark 14:10,11, 18-21) 

 

 

• Defending Jesus in ways that we would not approve (John 18:1-11) 

 

 

• Denying Jesus (Mark 14:66-72) 

 

 

• What does this mean for us? 
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1.  What is a bible story that you have tended to view like a storybook or movie, without 
pausing to ask deeper questions about the nature of God and the implications it may 
have about our own lives? 

 

2. Why is it hard to see ourselves in the bible characters that are typically viewed as 
villains? 

 

3. While we may never want to think of ourselves as being like Judas, what are some 
ways that it is way too easy for us to “exchange” Jesus for something we want more?  

 

4. What are some examples you’ve seen of Christians “defending” God in a manner that 
might grieve him? 

 

5. Can you think of a time that you have actually done this? 

 

6. Talk about moments in your life that might seem to deny your relationship with Jesus? 

 

7. In all of the things that we have talked about, were there relational consequences to 
your interactions? In what way? 

 

8. Do you think that God could be asking you to take steps that would allow him to heal 
these situations? 

 

9. Does this sermon and discussion have any impact on the way you will approach 
Easter? 
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