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Introduction
In this passage, God gives us heroic examples to follow so that we can pursue the good of those around us.
The Text: 1 Samuel 19
1 And Saul spoke to Jonathan his son and to all his servants, that they should kill David. But Jonathan, Saul's son,
delighted much in David. 2 And Jonathan told David, “Saul my father seeks to kill you. Therefore, be on your guard in
the morning. Stay in a secret place and hide yourself. 3 And I will go out and stand beside my father in the field where
you are, and I will speak to my father about you. And if I learn anything I will tell you.” 4 And Jonathan spoke well of
David to Saul his father and said to him, “Let not the king sin against his servant David, because he has not sinned
against you, and because his deeds have brought good to you. 5 For he took his life in his hand and he struck down
the Philistine, and the Lord worked a great salvation for all Israel. You saw it and rejoiced. Why then will you sin
against innocent blood by killing David without cause?” 6 And Saul listened to the voice of Jonathan. Saul swore, “As
the Lord lives, he shall not be put to death.” 7 And Jonathan called David, and Jonathan reported to him all these
things. And Jonathan brought David to Saul, and he was in his presence as before.
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And there was war again. And David went out and fought with the Philistines and struck them with a great blow, so
that they fled before him. 9 Then a harmful spirit from the Lord came upon Saul, as he sat in his house with his spear
in his hand. And David was playing the lyre. 10 And Saul sought to pin David to the wall with the spear, but he eluded
Saul, so that he struck the spear into the wall. And David fled and escaped that night. 11 Saul sent messengers to
David's house to watch him, that he might kill him in the morning. But Michal, David's wife, told him, “If you do not
escape with your life tonight, tomorrow you will be killed.” 12 So Michal let David down through the window, and he
fled away and escaped. 13 Michal took an image and laid it on the bed and put a pillow of goats' hair at its head and
covered it with the clothes. 14 And when Saul sent messengers to take David, she said, “He is sick.” 15 Then Saul sent
the messengers to see David, saying, “Bring him up to me in the bed, that I may kill him.” 16 And when the
messengers came in, behold, the image was in the bed, with the pillow of goats' hair at its head. 17 Saul said to
Michal, “Why have you deceived me thus and let my enemy go, so that he has escaped?” And Michal answered Saul,
“He said to me, ‘Let me go. Why should I kill you?’”
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Now David fled and escaped, and he came to Samuel at Ramah and told him all that Saul had done to him. And he
and Samuel went and lived at Naioth. 19 And it was told Saul, “Behold, David is at Naioth in Ramah.” 20 Then Saul
sent messengers to take David, and when they saw the company of the prophets prophesying, and Samuel standing as
head over them, the Spirit of God came upon the messengers of Saul, and they also prophesied. 21 When it was told
Saul, he sent other messengers, and they also prophesied. And Saul sent messengers again the third time, and they
also prophesied. 22 Then he himself went to Ramah and came to the great well that is in Secu. And he asked, “Where
are Samuel and David?” And one said, “Behold, they are at Naioth in Ramah.” 23 And he went there to Naioth in
Ramah. And the Spirit of God came upon him also, and as he went he prophesied until he came to Naioth in
Ramah. 24 And he too stripped off his clothes, and he too prophesied before Samuel and lay naked all that day and all
that night. Thus, it is said, “Is Saul also among the prophets?”

In a world filled with sinful people and systems, a Christian can pursue the good of others in three ways:
1) We can pursue the good of others by applying God’s provision of goodness and truth (vv. 1-7).
2) We can pursue the good of others by understanding the world’s propensity for idolatry (vv. 8-17).
3) We can pursue the good of others by trusting God’s power to protect and provide (vv. 18-24).
Response
As David prayed in Psalm 59, let it be known to the ends of the earth that God rules.
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1) Starter Question: How might a person pursue the good of others in their neighborhood and community?

2) Read the text aloud and discuss together any significant observations or issues needing clarification.

3) Imagine hearing your king, or for Jonathan, your father, unashamedly desire the death of David, God’s
elected king. How does v. 1 imply suggest that Jonathan was bothered by his father’s statement?

4) What argument does Jonathan make to his father in an attempt to save David’s life, and why do you think
Saul listened to his son’s wisdom (vv. 4-7)?

5) Can you think of a time when you tried to dissuade a person, maybe even a non-Christian, from doing
something harmful or immoral in a way similar to Jonathan, urging them to consider what is good, right,
or true?

6) David’s wife, Michal, lied twice in vv. 11-17, with the second lie to her father and king. How should
Christians reconcile what is clearly a lie with the fact that Michal’s deception saved the life of David, her
husband, and the future king?

7) What might God be intending to teach his people by recording the example of Michal’s deceptive
heroism?

8) What is the point of the miraculous work of the Spirit in vv. 18-24, especially the end of the passage
where Saul is stripped of his royal robes, prostrate on the ground, and taken over by the ministering Spirit
of God?

9) We might not be saving the lives of our friends and family from an evil king, but how should Christians
be expected to pursue the good of people in their lives and communities? Give some examples.

10) The text wants us to feel the conflict of allegiance that Jonathan and Michal faced: the choice between
their father and their friend/husband. How are Christians always living with conflicting allegiances in a
fallen world, and how should they navigate that conflict?
Further study this week: Passages that command Christians to pursue the common good: Matthew 7:12 (Mon);
1 Corinthians 12:7 (Tues); Colossians 3:12 (Wed); James 1:22-25 (Thurs); Romans 14:19 (Fri).

